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TECH TREK is a bi-weekly publication put out by the 
Marketing Office.  Distributed on alternate Thursdays 
during the school year, deadline for submission of 
articles is the Wednesday before publication at 10:00 
AM.  Articles may be emailed to julie.brookbank@
mitchelltech.edu.  Let us know how we can serve you! 

 Instructors are working on 
the  course schedule for next year.  
Registration for Summer and Fall 
in is planned for later in March. 
  Midterm for all semester long 
classes is March 2.  Please submit 
midterm grades should be posted 
next week. 
  The last day to withdraw from 
a class and get a "W" is March 21.
 If you have questions, please 
see your advisor or Advising direc-
tor Janet Greenway.

 WIS conferences are held all over 
the US and six locations are located 
in South Dakota. The conference was 
created to encourage young women, 
specifically eighth grade girls, to pur-
sue careers in science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics (STEM). 
The goal is to connect eighthgrade 
students to local women who are 
working in the STEM fields ranging 
from doctors, engineers, dentists, 

Women in Science Event Upcoming
veterinarians, nurses, chemists, etc. 
 If you're on campus March 6, you 
can expect to see approximately 250 
local and area girls in the Nordby 
Trades Center along with many pre-
senters and vendors.
 A big thank you to the MTI pro-
grams that are volunteering their time 
to speak or host a booth in the vendor 
hall.  We are excited to host this event 
at MTI! 

SRB Plans
Free Ice Skating

 Take advantage of the last of the 
cold weather and get out your skates 
for a night of FREE ice skating at 
the Mitchell Activities Center.
 Free skate will be held tonight 
(Thursday, March 1) from 8:30 to 
10:00 PM.

Registrar Reminds 
You of Dates

 On a cold Saturday evening 
in Hill City, SD a group of chefs, 
young and old, gathered at the his-
toric Alpine Inn to honor a friend 
and alum of Mitchell Tech.
 Each year the American Culi-
nary Federation Black Hills Chapter 
of Professional Chefs host a wine 
dinner at the Alpine Inn to raise 
funds that are given out as scholar-
ships to students who are residents 
of South Dakota attending a culi-
nary program in the state. This was 
the 18th year for the event with all 
scholarships having gone to an MTI 
student since the program's incep-
tion.
 With the passing of Joe Shaffer 
this past year, it has been decided 
that the scholarship will be named in 
his honor making it the "Joe Shaffer 

Chef Group Establishes Scholarship
Memorial Scholarship for Culinary 
Arts". 
 This year Nikolaus Frank and 
David Suarez, Culinary students 
at MTI, were the recipients of the 
scholarships.
 Joe was the brother of MTI in-
structor Eric Schaffer and a graduate 
of MTI.

 MTI is ramping up for a big 
community service project. 
  We have agreed to fully stock 
and pack 430 Weekend Snack 
Packs for Easter weekend, dis-
tributed to Mitchell students who 
need food items to take home on 
weekends.  We will be packing the 
bags and preparing for distribution 
on March 26.  We need everyone's 
help!
 After Spring Break you will be 
learning more about this important 
program.  We need to raise $2,000 
and so we are asking everyone on 
campus to consider donating $1 or 

MTI Adopts Snack Pack as Service Project
more.  Volunteers will be collect-
ing donations in each building the 
week of March 12-16. 
 The money will be used to 
purchase the items included in the 
Snack Packs.  The packs are given 
to elementary and middle school 
students in Mitchell who may not 
have enough food in their homes to 
get through a weekend.
 Students and staff will be in-
vited to help pack and transport 
the Snack Packs on March 26-27.  
Be on the lookout for more infor-
mation.  Get involved and show 
Mitchell how much we care!

 Tickets are now on sale for the 
fifth annual Culinary Academy 
Boucherie.  This food extravaganza 
is a chance for community members 
to sample a wide variety of culinary 
delights prepared by MTI students.
 Tickets are $20 each and are 
limited to 200.  You may purchase 
tickets from Chef Josh Kranz.
 The Boucherie is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 19, at 5:30 PM in 
the Campus Center Commons.

Culinary Food
Event in April

IT Systems Tech
Loses Cancer 

Battle
 A veteran of MTI's IT depart-
ment, Blair Bortnem, passed away 
February 13 after a long battle with 
pancreatic cancer.
 Blair was a native of Mitchell 
and graduated from MTI in 1999 
with a degree in Computer Systems 
Technology.  After graduation he 
worked at Martin Group in Mitch-
ell.  For the last ten years Blair has 
worked at MTI.
 Blair and wife Michelle have 
two sons, Sean Bortnem of Cham-
berlain, SD and Eric Bortnem of 
Portland, OR.   Blair loved traveling, 
going on numerous cruises, trips to 
the Caribbean, Mexico, Canada and 
almost every state in the continental 
U.S.  He was a long time St. Louis 
Cardinal baseball fan with one of his 
favorite trips to the NLCS in Octo-
ber 2013.  He also enjoyed golfing 
and watching movies.
 Blair will be greatly missed by 
many at MTI.



presents the
SUB BIRTHDAY CLUB!

Stop in the Subway store at 802 N. Sanborn for a free six-inch sandwich 
with the purchase of a 20 oz. or larger drink during your birthday month.  
Must present student ID.  Offer good only at Mitchell Sanborn Street location.  Offer good for students 
and staff.  One sub per person.
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March

1 Byron Jessen
 Blake Watson
 Jonathon Wolenetz
 Riley Zoss
2 Adam David
 Breydon Mlady
3 Christopher Brown
 Evan Brown
 Brendan Coen
 Justice McDermott
 David Boos
4 Adam Hutmacher
 Jacqueline Killian
 Austin Van Ampting
5 Braden Puhlman
 Grace Tisher
6 Samuel Jansen
 Seth Janssen
 Shauna Nelson
7 Noah Hamilton
 Wyatt McCoy
10 Kasey Goehring
 Javan Heath
 Joshua Majerus
 Mateya Berg
11 Jacob Mackey
 Kohl Snell
 Wade Winckler
12 Sasha Christenson
13 Kyle Leber
14 Ty Auske
 Andrew Nelson
15 Jeremiah Sanders
 Sydney Word
16 Hope Antonsen
 Jaylon Graff
 Wyatt Johnson
 Katlyn Kniffen
 Dylan Lucht

17 Rochelle Garcia
 Maddie Isaacson
 Tristan Madsen
18 Tianna Doppenberg
 Anthony Steilen
 Brent Bollinger
19 Raedon Anderson
 Carson Borer
 Trevor Robertson
20 Jason Ek
 Hunter Magstadt
21 Thomas Hetland
 Allen Schaller
23 David Suarez
24 Andrew Karp
 Hayden Overweg
25 Trevor Freeman
 Haley McKenzie
 Drew Olinger
 Brandon Rippert
 Jason Juhnke
26 Joel Amick
 Payton Braun
 Chaz Graham
 Benjamin Miller
27 Natasha Conners
 Blake Kroupa
 Ashlee Rolinger
28 Jessa McCarthy
 Shannon Tesch
 Matthew Thibodeau
 Tim Goldammer
29 Will Weins
30 Amy Gough
31 Whitney Sawyer
 Dustin Kubik
 Julie Brookbank

MTI Counselor
Corner

Ways to Reduce
Pre-Graduation Anxiety

 Graduation: the quintessential bittersweet 
event in a student’s life. You’ve devoted the past 
couple of years of your life to endless hours of 
studying, establishing friendships, surviving dra-
ma, building relationships, and becoming a leader 
in all that you involved yourself in. While you’ve 
definitely tried to make your lasting mark on your 
campus, the time has come to pass the torch to 
the next class. Whether you feel ready or not, the 
four walls of the classroom will quickly become 
the next chapter of your life. If the thought of 
graduating from your accustomed routine seems 
like one of the most anxiety-provoking thoughts, 
here are 7 ways to reduce pre-graduation stress:
1. Write down and track what you want to 
accomplish.  Before the last day of the semes-
ter, jot down a list of goals for the next couple 
months. As daunting as planning for your future 
seems, you’ll thank yourself later if you start 
planning sooner. Keep your goals short-term, 
realistic, and enjoyable.
2.  Do something new every day.  You don’t 
want to remember the final days before gradua-
tion as ones spent sipping soda and binge-watch-
ing Netflix. Try to do something new, fun, and 
memorable each day that you may not have the 
chance to do once you graduate. Host a dinner 
party with your group of friends, go bowling, or 
plan a lake day-just make sure to take advantage 
of your free time.
3.  Make the most of your last days on cam-
pus.  
Maybe there’s a special someone you’ve always 
wanted to be close to but never knew how to ap-
proach. Maybe there’s a teacher you’ve always 
wanted to thank or a question you’ve always 
wanted to ask. Maybe there’s a friendship that’s 
disintegrated that you’ve always felt was par-
tially your fault. This may be the last time to do 
things you’ve been pushing off, so make sure 
you can graduate with a clear conscience and 
peace of mind.
4. Prepare for your future.  f you don’t have 
even a remote idea of what you’ll be doing post-
graduation, it’s probably looming over you and 
causing you undue stress. Try your hardest to start 
to get some things figured out as soon as possibly 
by talking to parents, teachers, counselors, and 
friends.
5. Record your memories.  Even if you don’t 
necessarily write them down, think about both 
the best and worst times your time at school. 
Your biggest struggles, your fondest memories, 
your best decisions, your worst regrets. Thinking 
about all you’ve accomplished both in school and 
in your social life will help reduce anxiety and 
give you closure.
6. Teach the "young-uns."  This is a great 
way to both reminisce on your experiences and 
help younger students reduce the same type of 
anxiety that you have. If you have a younger 
sibling, take some time to teach him or her the 
way to make the most of college life – the best 
teachers to take, the worst ones to avoid, study 
tricks, ways to balance school and social life and 
even anything you regret.
7. Make time for yourself.  As things get busy 
in the last days before graduation, do your best to 
find time for things that relax you. Whether it’s a 
yoga class or something as small as a hot shower, 
do what helps you clear your thoughts and takes 
your mind off of stress.
 Graduation oftentimes is simultaneously the 
most stressful and exciting event in a student’s 
career. Try to plan ahead and be prepared for 
what’s coming, but above all, make sure to enjoy 
the final days of your semester!

https://blog.goennounce.com/7-ways-to-reduce-pre-graduation-anxiety/

Spring break for students 
will be held March 5-9.  
Faculty will be on campus 
March 5-6.  Offices will be 
open that week.

 Mitchell Area Community The-
atre will present the comedy "Blithe 
Spirit" March 2-4 at the Pepsi-Cola 
Theatre for the Performing Arts.  
Friday and Saturday performances 
are at 7:30 PM and Sunday matinees 
are at 2:00 PM.
 This smash comedy hit involves 
the  fussy, cantakerous novelist, 
Charles Condomine, who invites the 
eccentric medium, Madame Arcati, 
to his house to conduct a séance, 

ACT to Present Popular Comedy
hoping to gather material for his 
next book. The scheme backfires 
when Madame Arcati inadvertently 
brings back the ghost of his annoy-
ing and temperamental first wife, 
Elvira. After the séance, Elvira 
makes continual attempts to disrupt 
Charles marriage to his second wife, 
Ruth, who cannot see or hear the 
ghost.
 MTI students get in free with 
student ID.


